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RESOLUTION 0203-4

Recommendations regarding the use of alcoholic beverages at Wing Conference or any CAP activity with cadets in attendance.

Introduced:  December 7, 2002

PURPOSE:

Change the current way in which alcoholic beverages are served at the Louisiana Wing Conference banquet and the conduct of certain senior members in order to follow the rules and regulations regarding this issue as specified in the following CAP publications and CAP regulations:  CAPP 50-6, CAPR 52:16.  To present the possible consequences of breaking these rules as outlined CAPR 35-3.

WHEREAS:

At the 2002 Louisiana Wing Conference banquet there were alcoholic beverages that were made available to senior members for them to drink.  The Wing Conference is a CAP activity in which cadets were invited to attend.  CAPP 50-6 states on page four the following:  “CAP has a ‘zero tolerance’ drug abuse policy.  CAP members are forbidden from possessing or consuming illegal drugs.  Also, CAP cadets may not possess or consume alcohol during any CAP activity regardless of age.  CAP senior members may not consume alcohol while participating in any cadet activity.”  This statement says that no alcohol is to be consumed by senior members at a “cadet activity”.  The Louisiana Wing Conference banquet had cadets in attendance in which there was alcohol served to senior members and of which the senior members consumed.

In CAPR-52-16 it states the following regarding alcohol consumption by senior members at CAP activities:  “Senior members should exercise discretion when drinking alcoholic beverages at CAP activities when cadets are present.  Seniors should avoid drinking alcohol at all times when they are directly working with cadets or when they are in a confined space with cadets.  Additionally, seniors who are not working with cadets should avoid excessive alcohol consumption when they can reasonably expect to encounter cadets thereafter.  Commanders may augment these rules as appropriate for specific situations, including, but not limited to, establishing designated smoking and non-smoking areas or designating areas as ‘off-limits’ to cadets.”    This statement clearly presents what should and should not be done concerning alcohol consumption, and the amount of alcohol to be consumed.  At the Louisiana Wing Conference banquet there were certain senior members who did not responsibly limit the amount of alcohol or use discretion when consuming the alcohol.  They also used this alcohol in a confined area in which cadets were present.  

In CAPR 35-3, SECTION B – SENIORS, 4.  Causes to terminate senior membership, b. Termination for cause it states the following:  “Senior members whose conduct, behavior, or effectiveness fail to meet the standards of CAP as set forth in paragraph l of this regulation shall have their membership terminated for cause.  Termination action may be justified by the seriousness of a single incident or by repeated minor incidents, none of which alone would justify termination action.  Termination for cause is defined as follows:  (here we will look at only two of these causes for membership termination)

2. Conduct unbecoming a member of CAP

7. Serious or willful violations of CAP regulations or directives

Certain senior members by consuming too much of an alcoholic beverage as outlined in CAPR 52-16, violated a CAP regulation.  They also behaved in a conduct unbecoming of a member of CAP.

RECOMMENDATION:

The Louisiana Wing consider the following options:

1. Not allow alcohol to be served at the Louisiana Wing Conference banquet 

or any other CAP activity.

2. Set aside a specified “off-limits” area for the consumption of alcoholic

beverages and not allow senior members who are excessively drunk to be

in an area with cadets or in contact with cadets.  Advise senior members to 

use discretion when consuming alcoholic beverages.
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